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The Church does not primarily

exist to supplement my personal
relationship with Jesus.

My personal relationship with

Jesus is about him making me
part of his people — the Church.




If | were to articulate the primary
purposes for my life, how long
would | talk before | would
mention being an active part of
God'’s people — the Church?




1 Corinthians 12

”Now to each one the manifestation of
the Spirit is given for the common good.




12 Just as a body, though one, has many
parts, but all its many parts form one body,
so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one
body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or

free—and we were all given the one Spirit
to drink. ** Even so the body is not made
up of one part but of many.




15> Now if the foot should say, “Because |
am not a hand, | do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason stop
being part of the body. 1° And if the ear
should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do
not belong to the body,” it would not for

that reason stop being part of the body.




171f the whole body were an eye, where
would the sense of hearing be? If the
whole body were an ear, where would the
sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has
placed the parts in the body, every one of
them, just as he wanted them to be. ° If

they were all one part, where would the
body be? 2 As it is, there are many parts,
but one body.




’1 The eye cannot say to the hand, “l don’t
need you!” And the head cannot say to the
feet, “l don’t need you!” %2 On the contrary,
those parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts
that we think are less honorable we treat

with special honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special
modesty, 2 while our presentable parts
need no special treatment.




But God has put the body together, giving
greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 2>
so that there should be no division in the
body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other. %° If one part
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one

part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
2/ Now you are the body of Christ, and
each one of you is a part of it.




’8 And God has placed in the church first of
all apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of
different kinds of tongues. %2 Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all

teachers? Do all work miracles? 3° Do all
have gifts of healing? Do all speak in
tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly
desire the greater gifts. And yet | will show
vou the most excellent way.




1 Corinthians 13

LIf | speak in the tongues of men or of
angels, but do not have love, | am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

* Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.




3 Love never fails. But where there are
prophecies, they will cease; where there
are tongues, they will be stilled; where
there is knowledge, it will pass away.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope

and love. But the greatest of these is love.




1John 1

> This is the message we have heard from
him and declare to you: God is light; in
him there is no darkness at all. ° If we
claim to have fellowship with him and yet

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the

blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from
all sin.




1John 2

3> We know that we have come to know
him if we keep his commands.

*Whoever says, “I know him,” but does
not do what he commands is a liar, and

the truth is not in that person. > But if
anyone obeys his word, love for God is
truly made complete in them. This is how
we know we are in him: ® Whoever claims
to live in him must live as Jesus did.




Matthew 22

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus
replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all

your heart and with all your soul and with

all your mind.

38 This is the first and greatest
commandment. 3° And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” 40 All the
Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”




John 13

34 “A new command | give you: Love
one another. As | have loved you, so
you must love one another. 3> By this
everyone will know that you are my

disciples, if you love one another.”




1John 2

3 We know that we have come to know him
if we keep his commands.

Matthew 22

39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your

neighbor as yourself.

John 13

34 “A new command | give you: Love one
another. As | have loved you, so you must
love one another.




1John 2

3 We know that we have come to know
him if we keep his commands.

*Whoever says, “I know him,” but does
not do what he commands is a liar, and

the truth is not in that person. > But if
anyone obeys his word, love for God is
truly made complete in them. This is how
we know we are in him: ® Whoever claims
to live in him must live as Jesus did.




1 John 3

1 For this is the message you heard
from the beginning: We should love
one another.

14 We know that we have passed from
death to life, because we love each
other. Anyone who does not love
remains in death.




1 John 3

16 This is how we know what love is:
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for
our brothers and sisters. 1/ If anyone

has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no
pity on them, how can the love of God
be in that person?




1 John 3

18 Dear children, let us not love with
words or speech but with actions and
in truth.

2 This is how we know that we belong

to the truth and how we set our hearts
at rest in his presence: %° If our hearts
condemn us, we know that God is
greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything.




1 John 3

23 And this is his command: to believe
in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,
and to love one another as he
commanded us. 4 The one who keeps

God’s commands lives in him, and he in
them. And this is how we know that he
lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he
gave us.




John 13

34 “A new command | give you: Love
one another. As | have loved you, so
you must love one another. 3> By this
everyone will know that you are my

disciples, if you love one another.”




1 John 4

’ Dear friends, let us love one another,
for love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love

does not know God, because God is
love. ® This is how God showed his love
among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live
through him.




10 This is love: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son as
an atoning sacrifice for our sins. ! Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. 1 No one

has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is
made complete in us.




19 We love because he first loved us. 4°
Whoever claims to love God yet hates a
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever
does not love their brother and sister,
whom they have seen, cannot love

God, whom they have not seen. %! And
he has given us this command: Anyone
who loves God must also love their
brother and sister.




John 17

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. |
pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message...

2 | have given them the glory that you gave

me, that they may be one as we are one—
23| in them and you in me—so that they
may be brought to complete unity. Then
the world will know that you sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved
me.




As T~ have loved You, so you must, (ova ong anothar.

What would it take for you to feel
loved like this by the church?

How can you love the church (people)
like this?




God bless you.
Have a great week.




